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We tell them we do not wish them to leave their father's
house, but to return to it} not to leave the husband, but
to return to the true husband.
At first sight the worship carried on at Benares seems
so absurd that one wonders how a reasonable being can
say anything in its defence. Many years ago I had a
visit from an English gentleman who was travelling
through India, and he expressed his surprise we had such
limited success in turning the people from worshipping
such ugly misshapen stones. He evidently thought that
by quoting some of the passages of Scripture in which the
wickedness and folly of idol-worship are exposed,- he could
silence idol-worshippers, and secure their speedy conver-
sion to the living God. If he had come into contact
with the people he would not have found their conversion
such an easy matter. I have never met a Hindu who
would allow he worshipped the material objects before
which he bowed down. However illiterate he may be,,
he is ready to maintain that he worships the god repre-
sented by the image, and who is actually dwelling in it in
a mysterious manner, after some sacred words have been
uttered over it.
We are often told in defence of Hinduism that it is a
symbolical representative religion, and that as God is
vastly beyond our comprehension, we cannot, except by
symbols, attain any conception of Him. We have often
to say in reply, that as we cannot see our own spirit, and'
yet know how real, how dominant it is, so far less do we
know the Supreme Being, and yet we have abundant evi-
ence of His existence, character, and government. Of Him
no fitting image can be made, and every such attepapt is
unworthy of Him, and degrading and demoralizing to^s.
The representations of God in Scripture under sensible?